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Information Workshop for young people
Time: 
Approx. 90 mins
Aims: 


· To raise awareness of the work of Peter McVerry Trust.

· To examine some of the reasons for homelessness.

· To explore local actions to help homeless people.

Materials:

· Laptop and overhead projector.

· Flipchart and markers

· Post-it notes
· PMVT / Homelessnessinireland.ie link
Method:
Activity 1: Presentation on Peter McVerry Trust (35 mins)

Access Online presentation on Peter McVerry trust. (Complete School talk request form to gain access – homelessnessinireland.ie )
 Activity 2:
Examine definitions and reasons for homelessness – Agree/ Disagree Activity.  (15-20 mins)

· Write AGREE on one sheet of paper and DISAGREE on another.  
· Hang these on opposite walls.
· Read out the following statements for the group.
· Ask the group to place themselves in the room in relation to whether they agree or not.
· Discuss with group why and how they made their decisions. (This activity should raise awareness and challenge concepts)
Statements:

· Only people who sleep rough are homeless.
(answer;
People in Ireland considered homeless may include those who are: 

· sleeping rough 

· staying in emergency hostels or refuges 

· staying in bed and breakfast accommodation on a temporary basis 

· staying temporarily with friends or family because they have nowhere else to go 

· staying in squats (occupying a building illegally). 

Often the term ‘out-of-home’ is used to refer to people who have nowhere to live. This term recognises the fact that you may have a home that you cannot return to (for whatever reason) and that if you have no home currently that the situation is not permanent.)
· People become homeless due to poverty.

(answer;
Poverty, relationship breakdown, housing shortages, increase cost of rented accommodation, mental health difficulties, leaving care or prison, drug/alcohol addiction, a financial crisis or increasing debt are all potential factors in being displaced into homelessness)

· All we need to do is provide shelter for homeless people.

(answer; 
Because many homeless people are marginalised and have few resources, they often need considerable help with resettlement. 

For some homelessness can be a transitory state however for others it can be something of a permanent condition/situation.

People affected by Homelessness experience difficulty in accessing mainstream housing, health, training, employment, social support and other services not only while they are homeless but also before they become homeless and following a period of homelessness.
Activity 3: Brainstorm on how young people can assist the work of Peter McVerry Trust and help homeless people. (20 mins)
· Divide group up into smaller groups of 5 or less.

· Pass out flip chart paper and markers to each group.

· Ask each group to nominate a writer for the group and a rapporteur.

· Allow each group about 10 mins to brainstorm what they can do.

· After 10 mins ask each group to feed back to the larger group. 


